[Our clinical experiences of amrubicin hydrochloride monotherapy in extensive-disease small cell lung cancer].
We retrospectively investigated monotherapy of amrubicin hydrochloride in patients with extensive-disease small cell lung cancer (ED-SCLC) and assessed its efficacy and safety. Twenty-two patients were enrolled. The response rate of total, previously untreated, sensitive relapsed, and refractory relapsed cases were 59%, 50%, 100% and 46%, respectively. As for the dose of amrubicin, the response rates of 30 mg/m(2), 35 mg/m(2), 40 mg/m(2), and 45 mg/m(2) were 50%, 33%, 69% and 100%, respectively. Severe myelosuppression was frequently observed as the adverse event, but significant differences among several dosages were not recognized. Median survival time was 230 days in relapsed cases. Monotherapy of amrubicin might be effective in ED-SCLC not only as first-line but also as second-line treatment in relapsed cases. The recommended dose was above 40 mg/m(2) because of its higher response rate.